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ABSTRACT

Problems of literary translation: Translating the play (The Tragedy of Oedipus) by Ali
Ahmed Bakathir into English as an example

By: Abdul Hakeem Alzubaidi, PhD

Translating literary texts, such as novels, stories, plays and poems, is one of the most difficult
due to the cultural references and cultural connotations that the literary text contains. Whoever
undertakes the translation of literature must be able to comprehend all messages that the
translated text aims to convey. He must not stick to the literal meanings of the text’s vocabulary,
but must be precise in expressing the contents of the text and its deep spirit.

In this paper, we discuss some of the problems of literary translation and its representation
through translating the play (The Tragedy of Oedipus) by Ali Ahmed Bakathir from Arabic to
English. The two translators, Professor Marvin Carlson and Miss Dalia Basiouny, made some
errors in the translation, some of which are due to the writer’s use of Old Arabic vocabulary
and structures, and some of it is due to not understanding the context in which those words or
phrases came. In this paper, we will attempt to monitor these problems, determine their causes,
and present proposals for an alternative translation.

Keywords: Ali Ahmed Bakathir, Marvin Carlson, Dalia Basiouny, the Tragedy of Oedipus,
Literary translation
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(130 (=) :(Oh) I L lgiaa i coas 2z

JOCASTA: Oh, darling! How can I help you do something that makes my heart tremble when
I think about its consequences?

(12 0=) :(blSsn) Js & Lad cany LS
wbal g5 sie Sy of cukiin ¥ 2l G e o) lig il L o b dag S
coasY Lals ugY G Licad (JgY)

JOCASTA: What is it to you, darling? Other husbands can't stand the mention of their wives'
ex-husbands. Let's stop talking about Laius.

(24 =) H(cmasl) Jsf 8 LS o(elliy) dalS el
Coaly 98 (Y U8 ) (f i a8 Adbde Begn i) Jois oS dlig (o) 4kali) 1l

(143 (=) :(Come now) ) Las leiea 5 coai Mg

OEDIPUS (terrified): Come now! How can you say it's a made-up oracle, and then claim that

the one who killed Laius was his son?
(27 Ga) b)) dsb (b elead (eliy) g
Cuae (o 4y opems S o oaeY) Gl Al €t glaad ARG g (Lale) 1oab 5
4y
(146 =) :(Alas) ) s aten i coai Mg

TIRESIAS (angrily): You rogue! You taunt me with my blindness? Alas, the blind man is not
the one who has lost his eyes, but the one who has lost his vision.

Laa i Gl ((wretched) dalS alasia) ga callg G‘ﬁj) & 5B e (rogue) AL dea i
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JOCASTA (exploding) No! Don't speak! How dare you go back to this cursed word?
13 Lgten 5 oYl “é.gi) s ¢332 e (No! Don't speak) (o) (clliy cSul) Les i
JOCASTA (exploding) Shut up, damn you! How dare you go back to this cursed word?
(20 L) (b)) Jsi b e ccanyg 38 ¢(Dlg) Al L]
s Lo pens n Sl Y Ll el g Mg sl
(140 =) :(Be careful) ) Ua lgias i Cadi
TIRESIAS: Be careful, King. Don't send me away until you hear what I have to say.
el Sa) 10y Blas abead (G asil ine Jan3 Y Y (o) (B ARy e Aansil a3y
$13Sa Lgian i cual g o(cllal)
TIRESIAS: Hold on, King. Don't exile me until you hear what I have to say.
(26 (=) (el ) Jsb B ol B g
e sl b Slga sl
(146 =) :(Slow down) Ua lgies i cadi
TIRESIAS: Slow down, Oedipus ...
(118 La) (elanlSsl) I8 (B S
Cagall el 1alad ¢ ladY) (Bolia Liage S aal L 90 )S b Mg 1 ubnalSl
(225 Ua) :(Slow down) I L lgiea 53 s
LUCASIUS: Slow down, Creon. You were a true believer. What happened to you today?
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G5 Pl Vs slest 0 g0 ol (9l Y celand) Camilly eyl (il Ul (glll 8 en
¢ yradl

Deble el Jogaall uaddl @l cpa oo cusl b @l s lg 1l

Ge A1) aydally SR Ay celaall il LR pen 1ghld canly e lally (g)hlls
O daang o))

OEDIPUS: So is it perfect sanity, according to you, that I forsake my throne, my people, this
grand palace and my young children to wander in the prairies and the wastelands, the dust
my bed and the sky my canopy, not knowing my feet might take me or what my fate might be?

IRESIAS: Mercy on you, Oedipus. I feel sympathy for you and your unknown fate.
b Lo a2 limy clanyell Al 5 gl Gais Ll ) Al o Y plen il (385 355
not ) o) ($omad) s 13k Vs sladd v o635 cnb (91 V) 3(uasl) I8 danys oSy gl
e yi u_wu‘z(\j cgﬂ) P a8 (knowing my feet might take me or what my fate might be?
1<
not knowing where my feet might take me or what my fate might be?
0 sl iaddl Jlad Ysls Legl Aty e Glaand chengiall o dlgia) 8 o Lo S
Lagiilsy 8 Clalginl (L)< WS elgl clansil) oda (a8l o 25 Y Legie Uaias) Gaeny ¢ el
o paal daiis Ll cdanjill 3 elladl o Lo o Ui sty 3953 T pgillsn Y S lgule (and)
chlad) o LY el 4 iela 3 Blaadl agh adal ol cAujell ddaalll Jlae

:aaT,al BaY) daa i
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al el Uly as¥ peSle 8 Doy Cang 3 ) Ak JaY (a8 sy ase Ll b len g
I alils

o3 B aEaa5 V5 Lacally 61365 4 (aal3E 155K il Gl W ) o g (he Aatha laly
i aSieym Vs’ ey ) (G5t Loy Sk a0 5) A 15l (B ol b \shatl 15l VT e
e Syl as oSileny ' 1 58— (558l "GLESH ypusis 8 3y LS "lslaxs VT e g8
agde it Jaall 1< o

D13a cielad o)) ol (Lardl) AalS e 35 ol Cua ¢ nall 13a (e Bpali Cuela daagill (K
(132 ua)

JOCASTA: Don't let the Temple make you forget your own good and overlook the danger
that threatens you and threatens me along with you. Oh, I fear the day when the priest tells the
people of Thebes that I married the man who killed their king, knowing that he killed him.

o dalie i Al Aun il

JOCASTA: Let not the temple's animosity leads you, Oedipus, to forget your own interest
and underestimate the danger that threatens you and me together.

:danaal) cuS)illy B (ans daasi B el
(k) AalS (ge Yoy (il Qll) Bl alasiad agll Zardiceall e Asenaall CaShlly LU (he
—G) el 3 andll dupall plasial Lo panall g ESL AT S e e a A
Cun cgians die Uad 3 calliadl g Leglea dai (lanjial) adsh cruadl) Jaalll olasid
Qo) (b (e S S5 ) (ool L Lo llin (o Lagia s ¢(thousand) ) s alen 5

(242 239 <143 rcilaiaall ) Lnpesall 3530 (o SST Bjlaal) 038 p23iul 38 IS0 O g cgpal)
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L€ Gl (e Jaol il Gl Gyl Glld e alin 1ol i
(143 La) 13S0 Lgian i Caad Cuns

TIRESIAS: He received 20 thousand Obols from the king of Corinth.
& cgaaall aagll e Waap A Gleaiall (38 aly HESL geadind Al dpesaall STl (e
(66 L) ool WU Cpm (Cusl)d (ulSsa) s & @llig o(pd &DI3) Ble )
Js) lgatimand agy cll o A Siaelll LS 038 ) o3 (oS Tellg Sl (556 jaan) :lulSsn
5o o) (LB Lging! o) Soal e I lelsi o ol @liagy Jaxs bl Sl i Lginand Y 35
5 BulSon el ol @A aal) el Lieald dhipe f dlagy e o caagl b olle

Pl 4 Al (53 o)

(179 0a) 135 Lgian i oy 2

JOCASTA (exploding) No! Don't speak! How dare you go back to this cursed word? Didn't I
tell you when you first uttered it never to repeat it again? (In a softer tone) If it is hard for you,
Oedipus, to call me your wife or your beloved, you can just call me by my name, without
insults. Call me Jocasta; it's the name my parents gave me.

(A e L qjxj) (0 Blalld ‘#b & «isa & (without insults) (a3 <Dlis) dea i
o loaii ) Fea il 4y

JOCASTA: .. If it is hard for you, Oedipus, to call me your wife or your beloved, you can just
call me by my name, and spare yourself the blame... Call me Jocasta; it's the name my parents
gave me.

Dl b ellag o(elilin) ddadl ¢ o) (B clgians B pleasiall G ol ) duasaall LU (e

(73 =) :(0sas) Aealall (;.x:mj) O

TeliVon LS sty teuag)

SYse b LAl a1 0)sad

ataly oA Wiy dag)y eli¥sa U ) Syl 1l
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(185 (=) 138 lgian s caual 23
OEDIPUS: And you love your queen, Jocasta.?
TIMONE: I'd sacrifice my life for her, your Majesty.
OEDIPUS: Would you want your queen to stay married to the child she gave birth to?
TIMONE: Please, have mercy, your Majesty. I don't know how to answer you.
o lially L QLS e lisg (al ae B Glo HIAS (ol 1(Cuall plud) B s LS (SlBlA e
o it ) Laa il ade s cea
TIMONE: Your affection, my master. I don't know how to answer you.
Jst 8 ellyg (4,) aadl oy 8 Lol Lot i 8 Olansiall 3oy ol ) Aannall LU (pag
(134 0) 3(Ai)
odunal g 5N 13 Adyds ugY o Laalll St il sac gy Culsn 128 LialS duail 10l 5
Al Dl oaly 0B o el dasd auill agll @l ghia) of culy oF cJousl il Gl cpupie

.Re

TIRESIAS: This priest contacted Polybus and promised him that he would have a curse placed
on Laius and his hiers if Polybus pledged twenty thousand Obols to the Temple. Then he
made up this old oracle to make Laius kill his son, and become heirless.

csinall oY) s (posterity) A< Jalg (&iysll) a3 (hiers) dalSy

(o)) aadl dahide SIS Lian i oty ¢ Aupalady) Al 3 e Lgd Gl ) LY ey
ialld cagliall g maan aie 2ald o) ~1hd) 8 dald das 3 ) ye Bae Cadyg N8
B | iy Laally Jamil) o) 8 Falss cnnall & e s S
«(Time: Early Afternoon) :13%a |giaa ji cadig ¢ oaall Jsl t i gll) 'S Taw Js¥) deadl) o0 Jg¥)
-(Time: Noon the following day) :13Sa lgies i caaig ¢ Ul agall au) s SG 2gdallg
(138 La) :(<uly) Jd (A Leadd cygg

NalSon dal zg 3y (el ol Jhes 48 <13

(242 =) 1% Lgaa i s Mg
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POLYBUS: Lucasius came to me one afternoon to inform me that the gods had decided that
Laius' child should grow up in my palace until adulthood. Then he would kill his father Laius
and marry his mother Jocasta.

é\.&'{\j\ 9 @aanﬁ 62\.3::5.3 J:t:: 3..4;)3 gz c(Aftemoon) JT (Noon) L.Al (@.«4&\) :\A;JB ui «ﬂﬁa}b
- 6Bl G (A cagll iad b ¢(forenoon) () lgien s e @Y1 Jalg QL@_&'\X\

(136 ) :(csl) Js b clldg o(3es) AalS Ll B ynall (3 i35 ) Bpanaall LGY) (pag

Culyy e agll Al g ) sy o) -v 0sS L daa e (Geelly uadd) diaAu ¥ il
dsae OIS sly Cinall Olgy o i Yy asall Ldeca il S35 1 asdl age (b Lgualay oIS (53
pladall (o Gaug YT ADL Al e clgiiaa dnh sl e ol Ll L Gaally il Led

Ll sk b b

(240 (=) :13Sa Lgnen s coa g

OEDIPUS: Creon, do not let your anger run away with you. Polybus who is visiting Thebes
today is not the Polybus was our enemy in Laius' time. Remember that he is our guest today
and we should not insult a guest even if he is an enemy. Polybus came to support Thebes in its
plight. He is bringing three thousand wagonloads of food that are on their way to us.

i shy ¢ pm Jan sa 1 cdlasbes ALK 3hly BARI t(cuall Glal) (8 sla LS (Gl
Osinng Ale luaal) 138 e (3agllé el Jlajl Ausad sag cabusg dile dll oo ¢l ¢ sy le Lo

fet leasin Al daa il

OEDIPUS: Do not let anger and passion drive you beyond your control, Creon! Polybus
who is visiting Thebes today is not the Polybus was our enemy in Laius' time. Remember that
he is our who guest today and we should not insult a guest even if he is an enemy, let alone a
friend. Polybus came to support Thebes in its plight. He is bringing three thousand bushels of
food that are on their way to us.

 Blhall agd ase Aot Aaail B olUad]
Gay cblall Gl 4 Giela (A Blaall Laagh ade dai (les jid) lgd ady ()il clasl clliay
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o ded o don Lo el ¥ — (g5 LS ) Tuagl b 8ydes (Lpeal Caaim 3a) 1l 5

Al Ly aald bl Le JB L. amd 2]

Dydan G oang OIS o) sl 4l s aay Al saial (5 OIS G nal) G Bl (e pealy
o Zaa sl oSy llie "and tuagl 3y 0sS €¥lang Gad . Jed e Caghaall (5K selal)
(140 (=) :13<a Ciels Laily Jnal) 2o Gparais

TERSIAS (after a short silence): Excuse me, Oedipus. As you know, I can't see who is around
us. Is there....?

OEDIPUS: Yes, say what you want. There are only the two of us.
e cdigdaall (el 5 Bl 05 o) G deasill OIS
Is there .. anyone else with us?""
(No) @ 2y of 58 zea¥ly el yu: "Yes" qungl 3y (sSs Lag
fet et Al daa il

TERSIAS: (After a short silence) I apologize, Oedipus! As you can see, [ am blind .. Are we
w.?

OEDIPUS: Yes... Say what you have; for there is no third person between us.
(24 =) H(wsl) o () o cbad Ay ey
Sodly 58 sy B (G O pe i o Adbida Segui Lgs) o S elliy (Ao diak) tuasl
lgiad e Jae o8 sdie (e Begull el 3l a3) ... gl b Jlaal) alsll e dilia el : b 5
P s 0)ay oy
(144-143 La) 13S0 lgaa i coa St

TIRESIAS: This is the responsibility of the High Priest. He made up this oracle and then
worked on fulfilling it, until it came true through his manipulations and cunning.

e Ly Al daailly

TIRESIAS: This is the crime of this charlatan priest, Oedipus.
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A8 Thlae (uagl) Jt liad Bl agh are Ao leajiall g ady A sl g
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(145 Ua) : MIS dan il cielag

OEDIPUS (He is surprised for a moment, but then composes himself.): Now I know you. I
accused you. They sent you here to threaten me and warn me.

Ja¥) 8 anhae Uad 39n5 98 "Taccused you" ) "agie 03] cil’ Hlaall dansi b Uadll Cus
Ol e Yy slial) sl "agia’ o "agia’ AalS Jaa longiall Wadie) ) deskall (ha el

aall 3l g Blaad) G5 axe e a2yl deagil) 3 Uadd) Gaa U (g 65230l
(i) (msl) 5 (0ol 5) G 1 @A) Llgall 138 Zaass (Liad (3laual) agh aae slbadl chag
allay —dagaall i jeal Cilgiall= gl (Sly il 4 e AN GlaaTL (uasl) &0 of iy

(28 L) :3aals dady 4l Lo Jsi ) 4k
U5 La Jad (e ) oS0 oS C teuns]
s Ll 4 QRN oo 1l 5
Baaly dady I 4l s ol
(147 (o) nall 138 Jlad o Cipus oy A cansill oS
OEDIPUS: Tell me! How did the High Priest manage to do what you say he did?

TIRESIAS: I will explain it to you step by step.

OEDIPUS: No, tell me everything.
ip lgant Al daa gl
Oedipus: Tell me how the priest was able to do what you say?

Tiresias: Let me remind you little by little.

Oedipus: No, tell me all at once.
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(167 (=) 138 Lgian 3 s 238
OEDIPUS: Who do you mean Jocasta?

JOCASTA: I mean your mother, Merope.

OEDIPUS: You are aware that Merope is not my mother. You are, aren't you?

Lol s(cusl) st daas of @ ol Jel Ve 13S0 (BulSsn) Js8 Laasis o Ul cplansiallé
gy cpn o A ol o maalsll e c‘?-j) & «38se ¢ (. Youare, aren't you?) .. GulSsa
ppg ol slie () Cagiaall e I Tadilld colly 8 033535 el Lol (BalSon) [La) 3 ()

cqe Sely ol GulSon bl

b len i il dan il e
OEDIPUS: Who do you mean Jocasta?
JOCASTA: Who do I mean! I mean your mother, Merope.
OEDIPUS: You are aware, Jocasta, that Merope is not my mother. You, Jocasta, are ...
O 4l oo (usl) Jf bl sleha ool (G cdeasl) e Gis Al S Chlall ey

(108 L) rcupmiil (LiwlSya)

Gl L Gl bkl AT Y L as) ool BalSen BulSes (il sady) scus
(p2ald (Blaal Adpes ) i) &y

e 18y o (BlSon) o Galil i Jiad diie ) Gy (cul) Of calnd) PR G bl (el
(216 ) 1S Lagien st islag cAlanll sdn Lanjis ol len i) ¢Sy (el 3aY 11ila) calss
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OEDIPUS (screaming): Jocasta! Jocasta! My Mother! My Wife! Don't leave me! Wait for me,
Jocasta! (He jumps to take his sword.)

bl 4 AL (Cagl) g W ags o dalial ) (5 adaicn () dansill o328 DA (ha
fet e Al daa il

OEDIPUS (screaming): Jocasta! Jocasta! My Mother! My Wife! Don't leave me! Wait for me,
Jocasta! .. Here I am following you (He jumps to take his hanged sword.)

t il sduady (53 (Anal) agh ase Aol plUadl

(45 0a) H(cuasl) s Gy (pad (I dnial Loagh aand daiii jlanjial) g adg clad] llia

SN nae 05 ke I e €0 a8 calel 1ty (A le oL b5 b edal el
L Alilgl dasadl) 1agy il dnlst S €l Cjlia s e ing) 2a3 ol pgdl o SLll didgiel
RISAEP

128 el (V1 s il L 0k o oDl ladll Lgaas a0 8)Ladls ey gl of (1 sedasg
N uae s oY) (sl O e o) 1Y) sl

(161 Ua) iy (o8 ¢sindl Vg 5 o Lansil) (L5

OEDIPUS: Yes, Tiresias. But what do I have to do with this sinful priest? Consider what
will happen to my children if I confess to the people that their mother is no longer my wife,
that she is my mother? How could we face the people with such a scandal, Tiresias?

o cleagiin il das ll

Oedipus: Yes, Tiresias. But what is my concern with this godless priest now? Let me see
what fate awaits my children if I were to confess to the people that their mother is no longer
my wife, but my mother. How do we face people with this immense scandal, Tiresias?

o) (USe)) I8 o cdaSY) angll o lalina il cee ) (B cdansil) Copal (931 Ble

(85 La) (b s) & Lalia ()
P el dlelgy =138 b dael Lo (AT 8ha eloadll o (ST o el b DS 1 IS0
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ETEOCOLES: No, father! I will not cry about the medicine again. Give me that bitter
medicine.

eloall LA Cualy o(ely ) et oa "aa L' B)laad

fet et Al daa il

ETEOCOLES: No, Father, I will not cry from the medicine again .. Give me -you there- your
bitter medicine!

(5ulSsn) b b @lldy ¢ (partner) ) (Alls) 3alS Lansi ¢ oy (8 el A gall s ilansil (hag
(107 o) :(nsl) dudalas
o] i€ 281 ¢ ebisaly Slal June b aienal 0 QL e el L cungl b dadg @ GulSsa

Dl Ada (o a0 S5 L Vg clins @lils e Liayll S Ll

(215-214 (a) 1Sh Lgienss cuch S

JOCASTA: Oh, Oedipus, do you regret that you wasted your youth for the sake of your mother
and siblings? I thought we were happy with the way things were, or else I wouldn't have let

you remain without a partner to keep you company.

(@) Al3) QS 8 els . Dlally daeyalls el leady cdag )l i Lujad) &l 3 aldals
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A e dihi e a0 Y e dlld ye of ALY e sl Lo LG "partner” AujiSay) dlsalll Lo
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e Ly Al daailly
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Jocasta: Woe unto you, Oedipus... Have you regretted the youth that you lost in pursuit of your
mother and siblings? I had thought you were fully content with your situation here, otherwise
I wouldn't have let you remain without a wife to keep you company!

PN ES
Y L del e ol (Cungl slale) das e des il dald) cladiall b lcaye
Clajiall Logagh paal Lol Ao dansil) A elad¥) (a8 ladg 38 Clangial) o Wiy cduplaty)
L) el ad iy 3 Blaell Logagh adal ol cnlSl) lgaadnal Al Al dgalll )5l
Laay lisily ABRY] (ansy Gl Ui 385 . ol€l) odeal (M) iaall Lagagh adal i ccllually

ccalylaad) o ol jaall el caliay
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Al 0o S Lo Gliag (pSaally Al e IS Lgd ol ASILE dpal s cleal] 2DLY)
donpn danfi o Sisan LI B3 sublS Gh)le gmadol) (e JS ol o ey LDl
bl sl L Saig 58 (e alig clagie delad 2xy (5Sally Ladlll agail) 13y dlbadl o3g
daaiill Cmd G aadaall Laajlas) (8 laajiall 4l () Sl agall dilie (& b cld a3 Y
b bl Ladasgan Ao olilly puailly Al Galla il 18 (e dagi Laght Laliaall dlad) o3¢
Koy Bhe (oS 4l §)50m o o oal Allall AL xS A A el 238 dan s
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. - Carlson, Marvin (editor): The Arab Oedipus Four Plays, Martin E. Segal Theatre
Centre, New York, 2005.
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